CALIFORNIA WILDFIRES // Effort shifts to investigation of possible arson NEWS // PAGE 8

Spartan Daily
SERVING SAN JOSE STATE UNIVERSITY SINCE 1934

VOLUME 129

OCTOBER 25, 2007 // THURSDAY

ISSUE 34

THESPARTANDAILY.COM

Student accused of V. Tech-like threat
By MICHAEL RIZZO
Staff Writer

Multiple investigations have been launched
by campus police and university officials into
accusations made on Sept. 29 that a resident of
Hoover Hall threatened the use of guns to “go
Virginia Tech” on a fellow resident.
Alfredo Balderamos, an undeclared freshman, said he was placed on interim suspension
Oct. 1 after housing officials made reports to the
University Police Department and the Division
of Student Affairs that his presence on campus
was causing some residents to fear for their lives.
Other residents have said the fear that now
pervades the residence hall was borne out of a
proliferation of rumors to which the university
gave undue attention.

“I never said Virginia Tech,” Balderamos said
in an interview. “I never said that. I never said
Virginia Tech.”
The final decision of a campus judicial hearing into the matter was scheduled for Tuesday but
has been delayed. A federal law protecting student
education records prevents campus officials from
commenting specifically on the charges and facts
involved in the Balderamos hearing, said Veril
Phillips, vice president of student affairs.
“If the university feels it would be necessary
to comment on a case to preserve the health
and safety of the campus community, we would
do so,” he said.
Sgt. Michael Santos, of the UPD investigations unit, said only limited information in the
police reports can be released publicly since a
“slow and tedious” investigation into criminal

accusations is still under way.
Hoover Hall residents said they witnessed police on Oct. 1 handcuffing Balderamos and his
roommate, Nathan Oliveira, and forcing them to
wait in the hallway as they searched their room.
“When officers confronted Alfredo, they determined there was no gun,” Santos said. “The
original threat of a gun was unfounded. There
is no reason to believe he has a gun.”
Further accusations that Balderamos was in
possession of a stolen skateboard, digital camera and iPod led UPD to search Balderamos
and Oliveira’s room a second time, on Oct. 8,
but Santos said no stolen property was found.
“They keep accusing me of more and more
things,” Balderamos said. “One group of friends
See THREATS, page 2
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Some third-floor residents of Hoover Hall posted signs on their doors after
Alfredo Balderamos and Nathan Oliveira were suspended from campus and
prohibited from entering the residence hall.

Library generators
still not updated
since major crash
‘Cost effectiveness and practicality’
remain an issue, official says
By MARK ASPILLERA
Staff Writer

ROBERT BIRNIE // Special to the Daily

One of two photos business student Robert Birnie submitted to the Global Lens 2007 photo contest.

Photo contest develops at SJSU
Annual competition open to novice photographers associated with the university
By CODY HAUETER
Staff Writer

SJSU’s global studies program
is hosting its annual Global Lens
2007 photo contest for anyone
associated with the university.
The contest is for nonprofessionals only.
When
business
student
Robert Birnie heard about the
Global Lens 2007 photo contest
he was excited to enter some of

his pictures. Not to get famous
or to guarantee that his work get
published somewhere, but just
for the fun of it, he said.
The Global Lens 2007 photo
contest is for amateur photographers such as Birnie, people
who have an interest in photography and who would like to
have their work judged by SJSU
officials.
According to the rules, entrants can come from all majors

and all walks of life. The rules
and regulations for the contest
are not strict. In fact, the only
real limitation is that the photos must be taken outside of the
United States.
“I don’t think the requirement
of a picture taken outside the U.S.
is unfair necessarily,” said Gina
Herd, a junior majoring in television, radio film and theatre.
“I think it’s actually a really
creative and interesting idea. It

is, however, slightly unfortunate
for those of us who haven’t had
an opportunity to travel much,”
she said.
SJSU students, faculty and
staff members, alumni and retirees can participate in the international contest.
“I like the contest because it
makes international travel and
study more visible on campus,”
See LENS, page 7

Upgrades to the Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Library’s power generator, after two crashes on Sept. 30 and
Oct. 16, have yet to be implemented,
said Farrukh Farid, the library’s information technology manager.
He said that the library’s power
and database networks are “a very
complex environment,” and that
locating the exact pieces to upgrade or back up will take weeks.
Antonio Valenzuela, associate
vice president for facilities development and operation, said the library
and his office were examining the
building’s entire power system before making more modifications.
“We’re looking for a median between cost effectiveness and practicality,” Valenzuela said.
Farid said members of the library’s
information technology department
and facilities development recommended the generator be fitted with
a second uninterrupted power supply,
one of the devices that contributed to
the Oct. 11 power outage.

By SARRAH S. NGUYEN
Staff Writer

The city of San Jose will host its 10th annual Walk to End Domestic Violence on Friday at 11 a.m. in front of city hall, said Eve
Castellanos, a domestic violence prevention
coordinator for the city.
Guest speakers, a 1.8-mile walk, community
brunch and a resource fair are scheduled for

GOLD FOLD

the event.
A student who found out about the walk at
the Clothesline Project, a weeklong on-campus
event displaying shirts made by students and
domestic violence victims, said she will participate in the walk and show support.
“I just found out about it, so I’m definitely going to the walk,” said Irene Hawkins, a freshman
justice studies major. “It’s just another way to
support survivors and to show others they should

SPORTS

do something to stop domestic violence.”
Students Against Violence Everywhere, an
SJSU student group, will display banners at the
walk, said Serena del Mundo, a graduate student and a peer educator for the group.
The recently formed group offers advice and
workshops on issues of domestic violence and is
not yet an official student organization on cam-
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Last week, the environmental
studies club assisted PG&E in distributing energy-saving compact
fluorescent lamp bulbs.
The club received 10,000 CFL
bulbs free from PG&E.
If all 10,000 CFL bulbs replaced a 60-watt incandescent
bulbs, then it would save roughly
84,600 kilowatt hours at SJSU per
month if thoses bulbs were used for
six hours daily, said energy analyst
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SEX ON CAMPUS

SJSU RUNNERS PREPARE
FOR WAC TOURNEY

THINK YOU KNOW
SJSU?

JUMP START ON
ELECTION 2008

WHY STUDENTS MUST
BUY NEW TEXTBOOKS

Students open up and talk about
what goes on behind closed doors
and their perceptions of sex in college.

The top seven atheletes from both
the men’s and women’s cross country
teams will compete in the WAC championships this weekend in Logan, Utah.

Figure out the six abstract spots we
photographed. E-mail us for a chance
to win tickets to the sjDANCEco’s fifth
anniversary performance.

Candidates for the 2008 presidential election are highlighted in the
first of a series on the Opinion page.

Some complain that not enough
significant changes are made in new
editions of textbooks. Others say it’s
to keep up with new information.
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See LIBRARY, page 7

Energy-saving light bulbs
could reduce campus wattage
By JOVANNI COLISAO

City of San Jose to host walk against domestic violence

The single uninterrupted power supply installed now serves as
a battery backup for the library’s
emergency generator, Farid said.
The King Library receives primary power from both PG&E and
the campus’ own generators, Valenzuela said.
Mark Leadenham, a senior art
history major, said that his mother,
who works as an archivist at Stanford’s Hoover Institute, insists on
the importance of a physical backup to electronic library catalogs.
“I think the outages confirm what
she’s always said,” Leadenham said.
Leadenham added that the library should focus less on modifications to the power system.
“They should invest in the space
to fit a card catalog system into the
building,” he said.
Another student said he did not
favor a physical catalog.
“There’s no point to dragging out
other resources to implement an extra catalog,” said Kevin Drury, a junior radio television and film major.

PAGE 6

Jared Isaacson.
“One incandescent bulb consumes 60 watts and one CFL bulb
consumes 13 watts, and you save
47 watts,” Isaacson said. “371 metric tons of carbon dioxide can be
saved per year if 10,000 CFL bulbs
replace 10,000 60-watt incandescent bulbs.”
Program manager Carol Beebe
said that out of the 10,000 bulbs
given out by PG&E last week, approximately 2,500 bulbs were disSee BULB, page 7
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SPARTA GUIDE
Write letters to the editor and submit Sparta Guide information
online. Visit our Web site at www.thespartandaily.com. You may
also submit information in writing to DBH 209.

Sparta Guide is provided free of charge to students, faculty and staff
members. The deadline for entries is noon three working days before
the desired publication date. Space restrictions may require editing of
submission. Entries are printed in order in which they are received.
TODAY
School of Art and Design Call for Art
The School of Art is calling for student artists to submit exhibit work
dealing with the nature of light, both literal and abstract, for an event to
be held in December. Open to all SJSU students working in any medium.
Artwork must be submitted on Oct. 30 between 8:30 and 9 a.m. For more
information, contact Michael Arellano at michael_arellano@sbcglobal.
net or visit www.lightexhibition.com.
Getting Your ZZZ’s In: A College Student’s Guide to Managing Sleep
From 1:15 to 2:30 p.m., SJSU Counseling Services will be holding a
free workshop on sleep management in the Administration Building Room
269. The workshop is the third part of a free five session workshop series.
Additional workshops will be held on Nov. 1 and 8. For more information,
contact Angela Krumm at (408) 924-5910 or akrumm@sjsu.edu.
New Music for Brass Quintet
From 12:15 to 1:30 p.m. in the Music Building Concert Hall there
will be a free concert titled, “Creating Music ...” The performance is by
the composition studio of Dr. Pablo E. Furman and Dr. Brian Belet. For
more information, contact Joan Stubbe at 924-4649.
Bible Study
Acts 2 Christian Fellowship will hold its weekly Bible study at 7 p.m.
in the Guadulupe Room in the Student Union. For more information,
contact Justin Food at jfoon1@yahoo.com
Alternative Spring Break Information
At noon, in Clark Hall Room 103, the Cesar Chavez Community Action Center will have a meeting about its Alernative Spring Break trips.
Another meeting will be held on Oct. 29 at noon in the same room. For
more information, contact maribel.martinez@as.sjsu.edu.
Oct. 31
School of Library and Information Science Colloquia Series
From noon to 1 p.m. in Clark Hall Room 322, Helen Partridge, Senior
Lecturer at the School of Information Systems at the Queensland Univ.
of Technology, will speak on the topic of “Evidence-Based Library and
Information Practice?” This event is free and open to the public.
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THREATS // Students await final judicial decision
Continued from page 1

started all the rumors.”
Meagan Cook, a resident of
Hoover Hall, said she witnessed
the tail end of a heated conversation on Sept. 28 between Balderamos and the student who reported
him to housing the next day.
She said about 10 other residents were already watching the
confrontation when she was coming home around 10 p.m.
Cook said the accuser appeared
intoxicated and by the time she got
there, “they were just trying to do
damage control for (the accuser).”
Several residents identified Balderamos’ accuser, who declined
several opportunities to comment
for this report.
“It’s still under investigation and
I feel I shouldn’t,” the individual
said. “Both my parents and the university have advised me not to.”
Balderamos’ roommate, Oliveira,
said he approached Balderamos’ accuser after the Sept. 28 incident to
find out the individual’s involvement
in the police report and was later
served his own interim suspension
and put through the judicial process.
An off-duty office assistant for
the building said she was a witness to the conversation between
Oliveira and the accuser, which
took place in the common lounge
on the first floor of Hoover Hall,
from about 10 feet away.
“Nate said, ‘If your name’s not
in the police report, we’re good. If
it is, we’re not,’” she said.
Vice President Phillips said the
president of the university has the
authority to order interim suspension whenever he or she believes it’s
necessary for the “health and safety
of the campus community.”
But as of the last week, Balderamos’ and Oliveira’s interim suspensions were modified to allow them
access to campus, but for the sole
purpose of attending classes. Official documents signed by Phillips

stipulated that Balderamos and
Oliveira must not enter campus
property more than 15 minutes
before class and that they must exit
immediately upon dismissal or face
penalties up to expulsion.
Balderamos said that during his
hearing, housing officials were testifying about information he said
they were unqualified to report.
“They called a lot of (residential life coordinators) that I never
even met and they were saying I’m
a threat,” he said.
He said the residential life coordinators said five resident advisers for Hoover Hall were among
those fearing for their lives.
“I can rightfully say that that
is not a true statement,” said one
of the hall’s resident advisers, who
asked to remain anonymous.
The adviser said she never had
a reason to fear Balderamos or
Oliveira, until she heard about the
accusations against them.
“To me, they were always nice,”
she said. “They were good guys. I
was surprised.”
She added, though: “I don’t
think anyone would be that malicious to make up a story. Especially that many people.”
Balderamos said his trial couldn’t
be considered fair when he wasn’t
allowed on campus to gather up
witnesses for his hearing.
Phillips said the university consistently proceeds “very carefully
and very responsibly in providing
students the provisions in Executive Order 970 for a fair trial.”
Executive Order 970 is a California State University document
that outlines due process for students accused of misconduct.
Cook, who did testify at both
Balderamos’ and Oliviro’s hearings, said she “made very clear that
(the accuser) was drunk, that (the
accuser) has a reputation for being
drunk and causing problems.”
She said she submitted petitions
with at least 100 signatures each

to the hearing officer on behalf
of Balderamos and Oliveira. The
document stated that by signing,
residents were affirming that they
did not feel their “safety or well-being threatened or compromised”
and that they desired the students
to be allowed back on campus and
in the residence halls.
The resident adviser who denied claims that resident advisers
were fearful of the roommates
said she questioned the validity
of Cook’s petition, and said she
suspects some students may have
signed the petition to avoid criticism from their peers.
Some residents of Hoover Hall
described Balderamos and Oliveira as “urban” and “intimidating,
because of the way they dress,”
but no one who was willing to
comment for this report said they
feared for their lives living in the
same building as the students.
“Hell no,” said Chris Cody,
a freshman advertising major.
“They were some of the nicest
guys on the floor.”
Trisha Avondo, a freshman industrial engineering major, said,
“They’ve never made me feel uncomfortable.”
Balderamos said the university’s
actions have hindered his academic progress. The interim suspension

forces him to commute from San
Francisco to campus every day, he
said, and he’s been missing some
night classes because he’s unable to
make the commute twice a day. He
said his grades are dropping and
“it’s really hard to stay at a school
that expects me to catch up.
“They know what they’re doing
is wrong, because if they thought
it was all right, they wouldn’t have
brought me back to class.”
Cook said the university has
gone too far.
“I think the way they reacted
— searching rooms, getting him
off campus as soon as possible
— is reasonable,” she said. “People would have been OK with it
if they had left it at that. But they
took it so far and they’re still going
with it. How are you supposed to
function as a student when you’re
being treated as a criminal?”
Phillips said “this is a post-Virginia Tech world” and anything
that could potentially endanger
anyone on campus is taken even
more seriously than ever before.
“I believe our campus is a very
safe campus,” he said. “I believe
our process works very well to try to
collect information and make decisions on how to protect the safety
of the campus community, including students, faculty and staff.”

HANNA THRASHER // Spartan Daily

Some third-floor residents of Hoover Hall posted signs on bulletin boards
after Alfredo Balderamos and Nathan Oliveira were suspended from campus and prohibited from entering the residence hall.
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Rugby club rebuilding after losing veterans to graduation
Club president
says he’s excited
for season

RUGBY
FOR
DUMMIES

By HEATHER NACHT

• Mogannam said in a
rugby game there are 15
players on the field for each
team at one time.

Staff Writer

Doc McBeath, a New Zealander and former SJSU professor,
brought the rugby club sport to
SJSU, according to assistant coach
Phil Middleton.
McBeath also started the rugby
club at UCSC, which has ignited
a friendly rivalry between the two
schools.
Though rugby is not a very
publicized club sport on campus,
the rugby club has been around
for nearly 40 years, Middleton
said.
“When we play UC Santa Cruz

“We’re in a rebuilding phase right now
because a lot of our
veterans graduated
recently.”
JAD MOGANNAM
SJSU rugby co-president

during regular season we compete
for the McBeath Cup,” Middleton
said. “It’s just friendly competition
since McBeath brought the sport
to both of us.”
Jad Mogannam, one of the two
rugby presidents, said he is really
excited for the upcoming season.
“We’re in a rebuilding phase

• The game is similar to
football in some ways, one
being that the game is started with a kick off, Mogannam said.
• A goal in rugby is called
a try, worth five points. To
score, a team must reach
the try zone, similar to an
end zone, and “ground” the
ball.

CODY HAUETER // SPARTAN DAILY

Members of the SJSU men’s rugby football team do push-ups as a part of one of their drill-day practices on Tuesday, Oct. 23. They practice at the tailgate
lot behind Spartan Stadium every Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday.
right now because a lot of our veterans graduated recently,” Mogannam said.
“I have high hopes for the season when it starts because we’ve
been getting a lot of new guys and
a lot of new talent,” he said.
Mogannam also said that the
team is always looking for new
players since so many of the veteran players have left.
Peter Clifton, the treasurer of
the rugby club, said because of the
team’s rebuilding the players are

focusing on having fun as well as
working to improve as a team.
Middleton said that because
rugby is a club sport, the team receives a small amount of funding
from the school.
This gives little incentive for
new players to come out because
they receive no credits for playing
and pay their dues out of their own
pockets.
He said, however, that some
implemented rules have made it
so students at junior colleges can

“I have high hopes for
the season ... because
we’ve been getting a
lot of new guys and a
lot of new talent.”
JAD MOGANNAM
SJSU rugby co-president

play with the team during preseason but cannot play during
regular season.
This was one way that the rug-

by club recruited more players, because most junior colleges do not
have rugby teams their students
can play on.
This Saturday the rugby club
will be participating in the Stanford 10’s Tournament.
Mogannam said he is eager
for the team to play against other
teams.
He said the tentative scheduled
games for SJSU at Saturday’s event
is 8 a.m., 9:15 a.m., 11:45 a.m. and
1 p.m.

Cross country teams head to WAC championship
Nine runners from
each squad to compete
in nine-team meet
By MANDIE MOHSENZADEGAN
Staff Writer

SJSU’s men and women cross
country teams will carry high
hopes as they race toward the finish line at the 2007 WAC Cross
Country Championship on Saturday at Utah State University.
Members of both teams said
they felt excited and confident
for the championship, and hope
to place in the top four, which is
a qualification for making it to
NCAA Regionals in November.
Head coach Augie Argabright,
who is coaching his 12th season, said
that he is very proud of the runners
and thinks that “they’ll do pretty well,

because they’ve worked hard but are
rested and ready to race.”
Team member Jessica Gonzales said, “I want to go and make
a difference, score some points.
We have been doing good all season, everybody’s really motivated,
and this is one of our last races so
we’re all pushing ourselves to the
limit.”
Nine runners from each team
have been chosen to compete in
the races at the American West
Heritage Center in Logan, Utah.
There will be a total of nine
teams on the course for each of the
two races. The men will start at 9
a.m., and will be followed by the
women at 9:45 a.m., according to
the WAC Sports Web site.
Coach Argabright discussed
the competition and said that the
University of Idaho is one of their
most challenging teams to compete
against.

Marlene
Elizalde,
women’s cross
country senior
co-captain, will
compete this weekend in the WAC
championships.

Women’s cross country captain
Marlene Elizalde also discussed the
Spartans’ rivals.
“There are a few good teams in
our conference who have a certain
reputation, like Idaho or Nevada,
which can be intimidating,” she
said. “But we go into it knowing
we’ve been training all this time and
we’re just as good as anybody else
out there, we just have to prove it.”

Co-captain Erica Sahli shared
Elizalde’s optimism and said, “We
really just want to prove that we’re
still capable of hanging with the
top teams.”
Elizalde and Sahli have both
been recognized as the top runners
on the women’s team. Elizalde was
named three-time Academic AllWAC honoree, and also won second-team All WAC in 2006. Sahli
was named second-team All-WAC
in 2005 and 2006.
They will both be running at
the meet and feel confident tht the
teams will perform well.
“So many of our runners have
stepped it up this year and shown

that they’re hard workers even
when we don’t have practice,”
Elizalde said. “They’re really
dedicated and commited to doing well for themselves and the
team.”
Jeff Argabright, who is an assistant coach for the men’s team,
said that his goal is for the team
to make it in the top four.
“It’s going to be tough, we’re
going to be needing a lot of really good performances, but we’re
capable of moving up,” he said.
Sahli explained that in order
for a team to advance to the
NCAA Regionals, it must place
in the top 50 percent.

• After a try, the team
can go for a conversion kick,
which is worth two points.
• A team can also try a
drop goal worth three points,
similar to a field goal, if they
are near enough to the try
zone.
• There are no forward
passes in rugby.
• As players run down the
field, they must pitch it laterally and slightly backwards.
- Heather Nacht
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is silent, but the taste is loud

Horchata

By SAMUEL LAM
Staff Writer

I live a block away from Chalateco, a
Mexican/Salvadoran restaurant on the
corner of 10th and William streets. I go
there often, and the restaurant is the best
authentic Mexican food I have ever eaten.
The exterior painting of the restaurant
is a very attractive orange and yellow and
inside is no different. The restaurant is
filled with accessories in a myriad of colors, giving an authentic atmosphere.
Walking in, you will be greeted by merengue and salsa music over the speakers.
The restaurant is filled with televisions
playing music videos from all over Latin
America. I walked over to the counter,
thinking about what I should order.
“¿Que quieres?” the owner asked me.
I’m glad I took all those years of
Spanish in high school.
“Voy a pedir una
horchata por favor
(I am going to order an horchata,
please),” I responded.
Horchata (pronounced ‘or-chata’) is an authentic
drink from Mexico that
consists of rice milk and
cinnamon. The drink is
made in huge jug-like containers and stored in a cold
glass refrigerator.
I’ve tried the horchata at many
other Mexican places in downtown San Jose, but there is some-

thing about the way Chalateco makes
their drink that makes it superior.
The cinnamon in the drink is really
powerful, but it doesn’t take away from its
flavor. Many times, the drink may not have
enough cinnamon. But Chalateco gets it
right all the time.
At first sip, the texture is similar to skim
milk. But when it hits your taste buds, an
explosion of cinnamon overtakes your
mouth. The cinnamon is mixed in nicely,
so the taste continues all the way to the
very last drop.
The drink is served out of the jug into a
typical restaurant plastic cup. If you order
it on the go, it will be poured into a styrofoam cup. The ice floats nicely atop the
drink, with pieces of cinnamon surrounding the cubes.
This cold refreshment goes great with
a lot of the other dishes on the
menu. Surprisingly, the
ice in the drink takes
a little time before it
takes affect in giving it a cold sensation. But this drink
still tastes great,
even if it’s not ice
cold.
Every weekend,
an outdoor barbecue
of al pastor (marinated pork) overtakes the
entire block. A glass of
horchata goes perfectly
with that.
This drink goes perfect
with any meal anytime.

SAMUEL LAM // SPARTAN DAILY
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How well do you think you know SJSU?
Guess where these spots are located and win free tickets.

E-mail us at
studentlife@thespartandaily.com
for a chance to win 3 tickets to
Friday and Saturday’s
“The Best of sjDANCEco”
at the San Jose Repertory Theatre.
Tell us:
A brief description of what is
photographed and where to find it.
*Answers will be posted in
Monday’s online edition.
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SJSU students expose all, opening up about what happens behind
closed doors and how college has changed their perceptions on sex
By KRISTIN FURTADO
Staff Writer

When it comes to college, some
students may find themselves seeking a wide variety of experiences
— and sex is no exception. And sex
can mean a lot of different things
— to a lot of different people.
In today’s sex-saturated media,
college campuses are often portrayed as one never-ending hookup,
but attitudes towards sex for both
men and women in college can be
as different as night and day.

“I think it seems more
acceptable for a girl to
come to college and be
a virgin than a guy.”

in college is as natural as midterms
and finals.
“A different girl every couple
weeks,” is a common denominator
among the friends of 21-year-old
Justin Harding, a junior kinesiology major.
Harding, whose been with his
“high school sweet- h e a r t ”
since he was
16-years-old,
said
he’s
the exception to the
unspoken
rules
of
college dating.
Most of his male
friends, he said,
are single, and
have sex
“a lot.”

JOANNA GORDUN

moment” mindset when it comes to
sex. Not him. Although he said the

People may assume
students were sexually
active long before they
came to college, but that’s
not always the case.
frequency of sex with his girlfriend has decreased to three
to four times a week instead
of “multiple times a day,” he
is not looking to get out any
time soon.
For Sydney McNamara, a
sophomore advertising major,
sex has changed since coming
to college. McNamara,
who first started having sex at 15, said

sophomore, undeclared

“Guys will come in packs of
three and be like, ‘You ask her.’
‘No you ask her,’” said Bridget
Chen, team leader of the Peer
Health Education Program that
concerns sexual and gender health
and manager of Condom Co-Op,
a free campus service that provides
students with male and female
condoms. Chen said she has seen
many students shuffle around, pretending to look at brochures before
asking for condoms.
“There’s a lot of people who
wander around out there,” she
said.
Although Chen said Condom
Co-Op is frequently advertised,
students may be reluctant to go
in because of shame or embarrassment. Why all the fuss over
something as seemingly trivial (and
round) as condoms? It might be because getting condoms are a possible prelude to sex. And sex can be
a sticky issue.
But that doesn’t mean students
(especially incoming freshmen) are
not uncomfortable discussing it.
Chen said it’s this embarrassment
surrounding sex that might keep
students from asking for condoms.
“Some people can’t even bring
themselves to say ‘condom,’” she
said.
For other students, though, sex

Have
feature
story
ideas? Call
the Daily
at (408)
924-3281

They’re
not exactly
looking for
a serious relationship, he
said.
“A lot of
them go out
to parties or
clubs. That’s
their main
thing:
to
meet a girl,
hook up with
a girl,” he said.
For students
who live on campus, the absence of
parents, living on their
own and the freedom to
make one’s own choices,
makes “it’s a lot easier
to have sex whenever
you want,” said Joanna
Gordun, an undeclared sophomore.
Harding said a lot of his peers
seem to have adopted a “live-in-the-

sex was something
she had only in the
context of a relationship.
Since coming to college, it
has become more of a casual thing — and she’s perfectly fine with that.
Hookup Central
Traditionally,
the
one-night stand may
seem like a habit
most often regarded as the
exclusive territory of
males, but
today that
trend seems
to be shifting,
said McNamara, who also said
she’s adopted more
of a guy’s mentality
when it comes to sex.
“I think sex is sex,”
said McNamara, adding that she has no
problem viewing sex as
something purely physical and is equally comfortable with what she calls a “random
hookup.”

Although she said a postfeminist
culture has created a society where
it’s OK for women to act like one
of the guys, they still don’t get
treated like them.
“When a woman actually takes
advantage of it, she’s considered a
whore,” McNamara said.
“I think it’s kind of a double
standard,” said committed boyfriend Harding, adding that openly
sexual women are often considered promiscuous while their male
counterparts are heralded as “Supermen.”
“There is no negative counterpart term to the word ‘slut,’” said
Wiggsy Sivertsen, an SJSU faculty
counselor, adding that she believes
female sexuality is in conflict with
the value system we have today.
Sex 101
But what do
collegestudents
really
know
about sex? For
some, there seems to
be more naivety and less
sophistication.
Harding believes the
majority of the college
population is uneducated
when it comes to the prevalence
of sexually transmitted infections,
adding that he thinks it’s an issue
that needs a lot of improvement.
Similarly, McNamara, said she
doesn’t believe there’s enough sex
education leading up to college.
“I feel so naive coming and talking to friends about some stuff,” she
said. Students, she said, feel they
are mature enough to have sex, but
don’t know enough about the longterm consequences of sex, namely
sexually transmitted infections.
While many campus resources
are devoted to discussing sexual
health, Sivertsen, believes there
should be more conversation about
healthy sexual relationships.
“I can’t tell you how many women I’ve had that have said to me,
‘Well he doesn’t like a condom. He
said he can’t have as much feeling.’”
Sivertsen’s response: “Use your
hand.”
“I don’t think we have that conversation very much,” she said.
For Harding, sex wasn’t some-

thing that just happened one day.
“It’s something we talked about
pretty openly and pretty regularly,”
said Harding regarding the sixyear relationship he’s had with his
girlfriend.
The 20-year-old virgin
People may assume students were
sexually active long before they came
to college, but that’s not always the
case, said Melinda Chu-Yang, a Peer
Health Education coordinator who
specializes in sexual health on campus. Chu-Yang said many of the students she sees are having sex for the
first time or are planning to.
Gordun, who said she’s been
in a relationship for the past year,
didn’t start having sex until her
freshman year of college.
“I think it seems more acceptable for a girl to come to college
and be a virgin than a guy,” Gordun said, adding that she thinks
there’s more pressure on a guy
— from his own peers.
Harding said he knows a couple
of people who have opted to wait
for the right relationship, instead
of losing their virginity in a chance,
one-night encounter.

“A lot of them go out
to parties or clubs.
That’s their main thing:
to meet a girl, hook up
with a girl.”
JUSTIN HARDING
junior, kinesiology

“I think it’s fine. It’s a personal
decision for everybody,” he said,
adding that he considers himself
lucky to be in a committed relationship after finding the “right girl.”
While college may seem like one
giant hookup, Harding said sex is
not purely physical for him.
“Sometimes afterwards when we
have sex, we just sit there and we cuddle. Sometimes, that’s when we realize
we love each other the most,” he said.

Sex

by the numbers
• 34 percent of men and
10 percent of women have
told lies in order to have
sex.
• 68 percent of men and
59 percent of women have
been involved with more
than one person that their
current partner doesn¹t
know about.
• 47 percent of men and 42
percent of women would
understate the number of
their previous partners in
order to convince someone
to have sex.
• 134,000 new cases of
syphilis are occurring each
year, the highest infection
rate in 40 years.
• 1.3 million new gonorrhea cases occur annually.
• 24 million new cases of
human papilloma virus occur annually.
• 63 percent of all sexually transmitted infection
cases occur among people
less than 25 years of age.
• Early college-age women
show the highest percentage of contraceptive failure
during the first 12 months
of use, 25.9 percent; Later
college-age women rank
second, not far behind, 18
percent.
Sources: The New England Journal of Medicine;
National Organization of
Women; Family Planning
Perspectives
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Some students frustrated at frequency
with which textbook editions are changed
By BRIANA HERNANDEZ
Staff Writer

When the edition of her
math textbook was changed,
undeclared sophomore Adjoni
Parker said she was disappointed at how similar it was to the
previous book.
“It was pretty much the
same,” she said. “I don’t understand why they do that.”
Other students at SJSU said
they were just as frustrated and
concerned as Parker over the
changing editions of their textbooks.
“When they change the editions, they might change a few
paragraphs in a chapter, but it’s
really the same information,”
said Vanessa Woolfolk, a senior
criminology major. “It’s horrible. It’s an absolute waste of
money.”
Woolfolk said she felt there
was no benefit to buying a new
edition and that the changes or
addition of new information is
rarely noticeable.
Joseph Becker, an SJSU physics professor, said in his experience, new editions of textbooks
are published about every four
to five years.
The average length of time
between editions has actually remained between three and four
years, according to David Hakensen, a corporate communications spokesman for Pearson Publishing, which is a company that
publishes many college textbooks.
Becker said when he prefers
a certain textbook, he will continue to use it and will assign
the new edition to his students.
Often, what changes in the new
edition are the homework assignments that Becker uses for
his students.

“It is often a re-forming of
the (physics) problems, but they
are basically the same,” he said.
Becker said if he doesn’t keep
up with the changing editions
of his textbooks, an alternative
would be to write his own or to
formulate his own homework
assignments. He did not say he
plans to do either.
Hakensen wrote in an e-mail,
“The market itself, not publishers, determines whether a new
revision is necessary.”

JENNIFER SKIDMORE // Special to the Daily

An assortment of textbooks in the
student bookstore.
He said that the publishing of
new editions is a way of competing with other publishers in the
marketplace and that it “plays
an important role in delivering
high quality education.”
“Keeping content current
is often very important to instructors and students,” he said.
“Books are revised to incorporate new research, changes in the
environment, to keep abreast of
national and world events, scientific discovery and other important issues.”
In subjects like Physics where

theory changes little, Hakensen
said, “Professors often want new
test problems, applications and
instructional products for their
students.”
Julianne Pekarthy, an SJSU
sociology professor, said publishers contact her every day to
tell her that new editions of her
textbooks are available.
“I don’t use them,” she said.
“It’s a money-making scheme.”
Pekarthy said 20 percent of
a textbook’s content has to be
changed in order to write and
publish a new edition. She said
professors use new editions out
of ease and to ensure the availability of books to their students.
Hakensen confirmed this:
“Publishing cycles are such that
once a new edition is available,
we would not likely have remaining inventory of the older edition for the instructor to use.”
Other professors do not necessarily use new editions, but
change books from semester to
semester.
James Brent, political science
department chair, is teaching introduction to American government this semester. He said he is
always finding new books to use
in that particular class.
“There are so many out
there,” he said. “It is not uncommon to try a new one.”
In the event he does use a
new edition of a book, he encourages students to buy it but
will allow them to use the previous edition.
He said since political science
in always changing, “The text
should reflect what is happening
now.”
However, it is the more enduring and unchanging ideas
that he focuses on in class and
on midterms, he said.
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Microsoft invests $240M in
Facebook, valuing startup at $15B
By MICHAEL LIEDTKE
Associated Press

SAN FRANCISCO — Rapidly rising Internet star Facebook
Inc. has sold a 1.6 percent stake to
Microsoft Corp. for $240 million,
spurning a competing offer from
online search leader Google Inc.
Culminating weeks of negotiations, the investment announced
Wednesday values Palo Alto-based
Facebook at $15 billion — a stunning
figure for an online hangout started
in a Harvard University dorm room
less than four years ago.
Microsoft also will sell Internet
ads for Facebook as the site expands
outside the United States, broadening a marketing relationship that
began last year.
“This is a strong statement of
confidence in this partnership and
in Facebook,” Kevin Johnson,
president of Microsoft’s platforms
and services division, said during a
Wednesday conference call with reporters and analysts.
Besides validating founder Mark
Zuckerberg’s decision to rebuff a $1
billion takeover offer from Yahoo
Inc. last year, Microsoft’s money
should be more than enough to pay
for Facebook’s ambitious expansion
plans until the privately held company goes public.
Zuckerberg, 23, has indicated he
would like to hold off on an initial
public offering for at least two more
years. In the meantime, Facebook
hopes to become an advertising
magnet by substantially increasing
its current worldwide audience of
nearly 50 million active users, who
connect with friends on the site
through messaging, photo-sharing
and other tools offered.
Although
News
Corp.’s
MySpace.com remains the largest
social network, Facebook has been
growing much faster the past year.

Facebook attracted 30.6 million U.S. visitors during September compared with 68.4 million at
MySpace. Microsoft’s entry in the
social networking arena — “Windows Live Spaces” — attracted 9.8
million U.S. visitors, according to
comScore Inc.
To support its growth, Facebook
is gearing up to more than double
its payroll during the next year to
about 700 employees. The company currently employs about 300
workers with annual revenue believed to fall between $100 million
and $150 million.
The Facebook investment represents a coup for Microsoft because
it strengthens the world’s largest
software maker’s toehold on a hot
Internet platform ripe for more advertising — a field that Google otherwise dominates.
During its fiscal year ending in
June, Microsoft’s online ad revenue
rose 21 percent to $1.84 billion. Over
the same period, Google’s ad revenue
soared 64 percent to $13.3 billion.
Microsoft also appears interested
in Facebook’s success with “wid-

“This is a strong statement of confidence in
this partnership and in
Facebook.”
KEVIN JOHNSON
President of Microsoft’s platforms and
services division

gets” — the interactive capsules
that offer applications available on
other Web sites. Outside developers
have created about 8,000 widgets
since Facebook began soliciting the
contributions in May.
Johnson said Microsoft plans to
work with Facebook in areas besides
advertising but declined to elaborate.

With the Facebook investment,
Microsoft dealt a rare setback to
Google, which trumped its rival in
earlier bidding battles involving a
stake in AOL and ownership of online video sharing pioneer YouTube
and Internet ad service DoubleClick Inc.
Microsoft couldn’t afford to lose
the tug-of-war for the Facebook investment and advertising alliance,
said Gartner analyst Allen Weiner.
“This was a muscle-in from Microsoft,” Weiner said. “It would have
been a nice-to-have for Google, but
it was certainly not essential.”
Facebook also felt more comfortable about working with Microsoft
because Google has made no secret
about its interest in building a more
formidable social network of its own.
Google’s current social network,
called Orkut, has had relatively little
success outside South America.
Owen Van Natta, Facebook’s
chief revenue officer, said the company talked to several suitors before
settling on Microsoft. He declined
to provide further details.
Microsoft’s successful courtship
of Facebook shows the 32-year-old
company is becoming more savvy
about the Internet, said Matt Rosoff, an analyst for the research group
Directions on Microsoft.
“I think they understand it now,
and they’re proceeding correctly,”
Rosoff said. “Two years ago, I would
have said they don’t get it at all.”
Tim Armstrong, who oversees
Google’s North American advertising,
declined to comment on the Facebook
negotiations during a meeting with
analysts Wednesday at the company’s
Mountain View headquarters.
“We have tremendous respect
for them,” Armstrong said of Facebook.
AP Technology Writer Jessica Mintz
contributed to this story.
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WALK // Event to cover 1.8 miles LIBRARY // Crash was accident, official says
Continued from page 1

pus, though Elena Klaw, an associate professor of psychology who
works with the group, said she hopes
that soon the organizition will be officially recognized.
“The negative societal effects of
domestic violence are far-reaching,”
del Mundo said. “So it is important
that others do what they can to assist victims and their families. This is
also a chance to pay tribute to those
that have survived domestic abuse
and to those that have not.”
Juanita Castillo, a senior nursing major, said that since the walk
was not heavily advertised around
campus some students might not
be aware of the event.
“No, I’m not going,” said Maria
Ramirez, a senior kinesiology major.
“I actually didn’t hear about it.”
“I don’t even know what that
is,” said Tony Leong, a sophomore
hospitality major.
The program will start with

guest speakers, including Mayor
Chuck Reed, Councilwoman Nora
Campos, Councilman Forrest Williams and a survivor of domestic
violence, Castellanos said.
Campos and Williams are cochairs to the Family and Domestic Violence Advisory Board that
works to improve awareness on
family violence, Castellanos said.
Williams is also the first male cochair on the board.
Denise Brown, sister to Nicole
Brown Simpson, deceased ex-wife
of O.J. Simpson, will be the featured speaker at the event.
After the program, the 1.8-mile
walk will start at San Jose City Hall,
proceed down Market Street, loop
around the Plaza de Cesar Chavez
Park and end at the City Hall Rotunda for a community lunch.
The annual walk was started by
the Family and Domestic Violence
Advisory Board, which at the time
was known as the City Domestic Violence Task Force, Castellanos said.

The task force was formed under then-Mayor Susan Hammer
in 1997, Castellanos said.
Wiggsy Sivertsen, Director of
Counseling Services at SJSU, was
involved in the original task force in
1997 and is currently on the city’s
domestic violence advisory board
and the domestic violence death
committee, which puts out annual
reports regarding deaths from domestic violence relationships.
“Initially when we thought about
this it was to bring the issue out of the
closet,” Sivertsen said about the reason the walk started. “So that people
would see this is a serious issue.”
Castellanos said this walk is
a great way for students to voice
their opinions and about learn
about available resources.
“And domestic violence happens
in a lot of ways,” Castellanos said. “It
can be physical, it can be emotional,
it can be psychological and that way
you can come and get information
on the signs of domestic violence.”

BULB // Free lights still available in bookstore
Continued from page 1

Isaacson said that the three
tables that distributed the most
CFL bulbs were the tables located
near Campus Village, in front of

Beebe said that CFL bulbs will
also be distributed in environmental studies classes through this
week.
tributed within a period of
Beebe said that about
four hours.
600 bulbs were distributed
Members of the envinear the Student Union, 600
ronmental club found the
near the Spartan Memorial,
project a success.
about 200 to 300 bulbs near
“Me and Daniel, who is
Ninth Street and 500 to 600
another member of the enbulbs near Campus Village.
vironmental club, handed
The library has been givout over 200 bulbs coming the bulbs out all week
bined,” said Anna Le, secand gave out about 400 to
retary of the environmen600, Beebe said.
tal club.
The bookstore signed up
Le said that half of the
to distribute 5,000 bulbs,
students she asked, howevand is one of the most sucer, were not willing to parcessful places CFL bulbs are
ticipate in signing up to get
being handed out because
a free CFL bulb.
they are given out at the
“Some people said that
point of sale, Beebe said.
they were late for class, and
Beebe said that with the
some students simply did
instant success in amount of
not want to give out their
bulbs distributed, they will
name and phone number
probably be all distributed
even though it’s so easy,”
by the end of this week or
Le said.
most likely by the end of this
A couple students did
month.
not participate in the event
The president of the enbecause they did not know
vironmental club said she
what a CFL bulb was.
was impressed with the suc“I haven’t signed up for
cess.
a bulb because I didn’t even
HANNA THRASHER // Spartan Daily
“We have pretty much
know our school was even
reached our goal in distribpassing them out,” said
The environmental club received a donation of
uting all 10,000 bulbs,” EmJohn Schwartz, a sopho10,000 energy-saving light bulbs from PG&E
ily Heifferon said.
more biology major.
Heifferon said that she
Another student did not and is passing them out at various locations on
hopes more and more peoknow where or who to get campus throughout this week.
ple will understand how imthe bulbs from.
“I didn’t know about it,” said the Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. li- portant energy consumption is,
Jobin Acedillo, a junior kinesiol- brary and in front of the Student not only to SJSU but in general as
well.
ogy major. “Maybe if they had Union.
more flyers, I would be more
aware of what CFL means.”
Daniel Lopretta, a member
of the environmental club, said
he was really disappointed in students.
“I can’t believe how many students were not interested, especially the freshman,” he said.
Not only were students participating in the project, but faculty
participated as well.
Isaacson was also a participant
in the event, and said that a lot
of people that were participating
were coming from Campus Village.
“I would say that it’s safe to
say that at least 1,000 bulbs will
be used on campus, assuming
that students change a 60-watt
incandescent bulb with a new
CFL bulb,” Isaacson said.

Continued from page 1

Farid said a card catalog system would be too slow
to service both the city and campus, even in an emergency situation.
“Libraries are becoming more and more digitized,” he said, adding that the best course of action
is to prevent future outages.
The biggest problem in restoring access to visitors
was not the generator repairs, but resetting the software of the database, Valenzuela said.
“A network that extensive takes a while to restore,”
he said, comparing the network to resetting a very
large computer after a power outage.
Farid said data had been corrupted in the incident
and required hours of work for library information
technology to repair.
Valenzuela said facilities development and operations limited itself to issues directly related to the library’s connection to campus networks.
“Anything behind the plug is us,” he said, referring

to the campus power system.
He compared the library’s partial connection to
the campus power generators to a car attempting to
load gasoline at a gas station.
“The proximity does not matter if there’s a leak in
the hose,” he said.
Valenzuela said there was irony in that the first network loss happened when facilities development and
library staff attempted to install new equipment on
the emergency generator.
“It was equipment for the uninterrupted power
supply,” he said.
The staff inadvertently tripped the power to the
library, Farid said.
The library network had already been scheduled to be
shut down for the retrofit on the weekend of Oct. 11.
The second power outage was the result of a problem
with the database room’s sprinkler system, Farid said.
Valenzuela said the sprinkler system has been rerouted onto a different network from the equipment
in the database room to prevent future conflict.

LENS // Nine awards to be given
Continued from page 1

said David Mesher, an English professor who has competed in previous
years. “There’s nothing like a really
good image to excite someone’s interest in leaving the familiar behind
to experience other cultures.”
The mission statement of the
contest describes it as being one that
should encourage students to change
the world and document the impact
that people at SJSU have made.
Mesher, who participated in the
Semester in Bath, an SJSU study
abroad program, in 2004 to 2005,
said that the photos he took during his time there were submitted
in past years.
He won third place in 2004 for
a photo he took at Stonehenge.
“To me, the contest is just a
means to an end, which is promoting and giving recognition to international travel and study by our students and faculty,” Mesher said.
The due date for photos to be
submitted online is Tuesday Oct.

31, and the pictures should have
been taken any time earlier than
November 2006.
According to the rules and regulations of the contest, it is open
to anyone who can prove they are
associated with SJSU.
Each entrant can submit a maximum of three photographs in digital format. The contest rules say

“There’s nothing like
a really good image to
excite someone’s
interest.”
DAVID MESHER
Professor of English

that the photographer cannot be a
professional and the photos should
have some relation to SJSU’s mission if they want to gain precedence over the competition.
About 30 people and 90 photos

have competed in previous years,
said Michael Conniff, director of
global studies at SJSU.
“It’s an internationalizing activity for SJSU,” Conniff said.
Nine awards will be given by the
judging committee. First, second
and third place awards will be given in the categories of alumni, students, and finally, staff and faculty.
There are also numerous honorable mentions given, and each
year most entrants have received
an award for at least one of their
photos, Conniff said.
The prizes in the past have been
photography books from National
Geographic, he said.
“The contest is judged by
someone from alumni affairs, journalism, our marketing specialist,
Spartan Daily and a member of
my community advisory committee,” Conniff said.
An exhibit of the photos can be
viewed in the Student Union cafeteria near Subway until Wednesday Oct. 31.
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As weather eases, fire efforts shift focus
By HECTOR BECERRA, TAMI ABDOLLAH
AND ANDREW BLANKSTEIN
Los Angeles Times

SAN DIEGO — In the fourth day of
Southern California’s massive battle with
wildfires, officials welcomed better weather
and shifted their attention to arson investigations and still-threatening blazes in Orange
and San Diego counties. One man, who police said was acting suspiciously in brush near
Cal State San Bernardino, was shot and killed.
Another was arrested after reportedly setting
a quickly extinguished fire in Hesperia.
In Riverside County, officials said investigators had determined that the 411-acre
Rosa blaze in Temecula was intentionally
set. Authorities already had said that a nearly 20,000-acre fire in Orange County was
set by an arsonist, and Wednesday investigators from the FBI and county agencies were
gathered near the intersection of Santiago
Canyon and Silverado Canyon Roads.
“It’s definitely arson, and it’s been
deemed a crime scene,” said Jim Amormino, spokesman for the Orange County
Sheriff ’s Department.
The seven-county toll of destruction
continued to rise, with more than 1,300
homes — and more than 1,800 structures
— reported lost. More than 437,000 acres
— an area equivalent to nearly three-quarters of all Orange County — had burned
by early Wednesday afternoon. More than
352,000 households had been ordered
evacuated at some point since Sunday in
the largest such effort in state history.
In San Diego County, a fifth evacuee
died; he had been moved from a hospice.
With winds diminishing, optimism was
cautiously growing. Evacuees were leaving
Qualcomm Stadium in San Diego as authorities allowed them to return to some
neighborhoods.
“We’ve definitely turned the corner in
the city,” San Diego Mayor Jerry Sanders
said Wednesday morning.
For some, the abating fires posed confusing choices about when to return home. At
Qualcomm, Jeff Jones and his family spent
the night in a tent after being evacuated
from the Rancho Bernardo community of
San Diego. He had being calling neighbors
to see whether it was safe to return. Finally
he said, “To heck with this place. It’s nice,
but I want to go home.”

EMPLOYMENT
DELIVERY JOB

Student needed to deliver
Spartan Daily to campus
newsstands, 6:30 a.m. to 8:30
a.m, Monday thru Thursday,
on school days. Must be dependable, energetic, able to lift
newspaper bundles and pass
the safe driving course to operate campus electric cart. Living on or very near campus is
a plus! Multiple semesters remaining@SJSU a plus. Training must be completed before
end of fall semester. Apply,
Spartan Daily Business Ofﬁce,
Dwight Bentel Hall Room 203,
Mon 10/29 thru Thur 11/01,
9:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. Great
Campus Job!

STUDENT ASSISTANT

Spartan Daily Business Ofﬁce.
About 10 hrs/ wk, ﬂexible, but
must be available to work Friday mornings. Duties include
accounts receivable, sales reports and general ofﬁce. Excellent computer, communication
& organization skills needed.
Looking for student with multiple semesters remaining@
SJSU. Business/ Accounting
related major preferred but
not required. Hiring now and
will complete training before
end of fall semester. Stop by
Dwight Bentel Hall Room 203,
Mon 10/22-Thur 10/25, 10
a.m. to 3 p.m. for application.
Great Campus Job!

SPENCER WEINER // Los Angeles Times

Wildfire evacuee Kendra Heathman,15, wakes up with the sun, Wednesday Oct. 24, 2007,
at Qualcom Stadium in San Diego. The stadium is being used as an evacuation center.
Heathman was rushed from her Rancho Bernardo home with her family and family dog
Missy at 4 a.m. Monday as fire raced through the neighborhood destroying dozens of
homes. The Heathmans believe their home survived the wildfires.
The greatest hope came from weather reports predicting that the most extreme Santa
Ana winds — peaking at 60 to 80 mph in
recent days — largely would disappear. By
Thursday, temperatures were expected to
drop as much as 15 degrees in some places,
and the severely low humidity should ease.
“The high-pressure system is going to
move far enough to the east where it will
turn off the Santa Ana spigot,” said Bill
Patzert, a climatologist for the Jet Propulsion Laboratory in Pasadena. “Up to now,
the firefighters have been trying to just stay
in front of these fires, doing the best they
can. But they’ll really be able to fight back
against these fires by this weekend.”
The tally of losses was far from complete, but in San Diego County alone,
damages were expected to exceed $1 billion, said Ron Lane, the county’s director
of emergency services.
Even as the worst of the fires subsided in
some areas, new concerns about flare-ups, arson, looting and the adequacy of the government response to the disaster were emerging.
Officials were searching for an arsonist
responsible for the Santiago fire. In San
Bernardino County, a man suspected of
arson was shot and killed by police Tues-

ATTENTION SPARTANS Welcome back! Are you looking for
part-time/ full-time work to help
you get through the school semester? Well, look no further.
Corinthian Parking Services
is looking for valet parking attendants for our local shopping malls, hotels and private
events. We will work around
your school schedule.
Requirements for an interview:
• Valid California Class C license
• Current DMV printout
• Responsible, well-groomed
and punctual.
• EXCLT CUST SERVICE
If you qualify, please call Kyle
408-981-5894 or Rick
408-593-9612 for an interview.
MAKE A DIFFERENCE Do
you like being on the go, not
stuck in an ofﬁce all day? Help
someone learn to cook, dance,
read, work on their job and live
the life they choose. We seek
dedicated people to work with
our clients who have disabilities to help them make community connections. Creativity,
caring and commitment deﬁne
us. Have CA license, clean
DMV, car insur, bkgrd ck. Instructors, Community Support
Facilitators, Job Coaches,
Roommates & Companions.
PT and FT opptys. E mail:
jdevine@hopeservices.org

EASTER SEALS seeks Lifeguards, Instructional Lifeguards & Aquatic Specialists,
part or full time in San Jose
(Bascom & Moorpark). Flex
hours/ days, Mon-Sat. Call Tiago@408 295-0228. Send resume to jobs@esba.org or fax
to 408 275-9858. $11-$13+/
hour DOE.
DELIVERY DRIVERS Party
rental business. Perfect for
students. Earn up to $250 every weekend. Must have reliable truck or van. Heavy lifting
is required. 408 292-7876
THE OLD SPAGHETTI FACTORY We are currently hiring
for P/ T positions. We offer a
great working environment
with day & evening shifts for
resposible & energetic people.
Apply in person 2:30 to 4:00
Wed-Fri. We are located in
San Pedro Square
UNDERCOVER SHOPPERS
EARN up to $150 per day. Under cover Shoppers needed to
judge retail and dining establishments. Exp. not req’d.
Call 800-722-4791

day night. The shooting was under investigation, but the man was spotted in a brushy
area behind Cal State San Bernardino, officials said. After a vehicle pursuit on a dirt
road, the man rammed a police car before
being fired on by officers, officials said.
“There was no reason for him to be back
there,” said Lt. Scott Patterson of the San
Bernardino Police Department.
A few hours later, in Hesperia, in San
Bernardino County, John Alfred Rund,
48, was arrested on suspicion of arson after he was spotted squatting near a roadside. Rund had started a small fire that was
quickly put out, officials said. He was apprehended after he took off on a motorcycle, they said.
After several arrests for looting in San
Diego County, officials were stepping up
patrols in evacuated residential areas. The
San Bernardino County Sheriff ’s Department was enforcing a dusk-to-dawn curfew
and patrolling for possible looters in areas
affected by the fire near Lake Arrowhead.
The San Diego County medical examiner’s office reported a fifth evacuee
death. James Sharp, 64, a resident of San
Diego Hospice in Carlsbad, died Tuesday,
one day after being evacuated to Alvarado

ATTENTION SJSU STUDENTS **
*PART-TIME OPENINGS
*$17.70 BASE -appt.
Vector, the company for students, has part-time openings
available for customer sales/
service. The positions offer
numerous unique beneﬁts for
students:
*HIGH STARTING PAY
*FLEX SCHEDULES
*Internships possible
*All majors may apply
*Scholarships awarded annually
*Some conditions apply
*No experience necessary
*Training provided
Earn income & gain experience! Watch for us on-campus throughout the semester
or CALL 866-1100 9am-5pm.
www.workforstudents.com/
sjsu
UNDERCOVER SHOPPERS
EARN up to $150 per day. Under cover Shoppers needed to
judge retail and dining establishments. Exp. not req’d. Call
800-722-4791
REC LEADERS, INSTRUCTORS, Program Facilitators
P/ T positions available for elementary school hours, after
school hours or evening hours
for middle & HS programs. Degree not required. Need car &
have experience working with
youth.
VM (408)287-4170x408.
EOE/ AAE

Hospital. After he arrived at the hospital,
his condition deteriorated rapidly, said
Rick Poggemeyer, operations administrator at the medical examiner’s office. Sharp
had suffered multiple fractures of his cervical spine after a fall Oct. 12. The cause of
death had not yet been determined.
Six undocumented Mexican immigrants
were arrested Wednesday by U.S. Border
Patrol agents at Qualcomm after it was
reported that they had been stealing food
and water meant for evacuees, Border Patrol spokesman Damon Foreman said. San
Diego police responded to a call about alleged theft from the evacuation center and
encountered six people in a van who didn’t
speak English and didn’t have California
driver’s licenses, Foreman said. The police
officers called the Border Patrol, and its
agents arrived at the stadium and made
the arrests, he said. Border Patrol agents
are not looking for illegal immigrants at
the center but will continue responding to
police calls for assistance.
More questions were emerging about
the government response to the fires,
many from those on the front lines. President Bush planned to visit Thursday, and
Homeland Security Secretary Michael
Chertoff was dispatched to California.
“We’re not getting a lot of new resourc-

es ... not nearly what we need,” Coronado
Fire Chief Kim Raddatz said Wednesday.
Orange County Fire Authority Chief
Chip Prather had expressed similar frustration Tuesday: “If we had more air resources, we would have been able to control
this fire,” he said, referring to the Santiago
blaze. “Instead we’ve been stuck in this initial attack mode on the ground where we
hopscotch through neighborhoods as best
we can, trying to control things.”
California Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger dismissed the criticism Wednesday
morning when questioned by an ABC
News reporter. He praised the rapid deployment of fire crews and equipment
across a region from north of Los Angeles
to the Mexican border.
“Anyone that is complaining about the
planes just wants to complain because
there’s a bunch of nonsense,” he said in
the broadcast interview. “The fact is that
we could have all the planes in the world
here — we have 90 aircraft here and six
that we got especially from the federal government — and they can’t fly because of
the wind situation.”
Times staff writers Rong-Gong Lin II, Charles
Ornstein, Tony Perry and Rich Connell contributed to this report.

AL SEIB // Los Angeles Times

The Witch fire in North San Diego County destroyed hundreds of homes, including these in
Rancho Bernardo.

AFTER SCHOOL
TEACHERS

JrK-4th grade school seeks
responsible individuals for extended daycare. P/T in the afternoon M-F. No ECE units are
required. Previous experience
with children preferred. Please
contact Stephanie at 248-2464
or fax resume to 248-7433.
LIVE-IN NANNY NEEDED!
For San Jose 3 & 5 yr olds.
Split shift Monday through Friday. Private room & bath separate from family. Up to $3000/
month. Must have childcare
exp. w/ refs.
T&CR 800-398-8810.

WIN AN IPHONE!

Create a free Job Seeker
proﬁle on EmployeeBuddy.
com and be entered to win an
iPhone 8GB model.
www.employeebuddy.com

EVENTS
BABYSITTERS
WANTED!
The best way to ﬁnd a
babysitting job has ﬁnally arrived! MommyMixer needs
fun babysitters for its ﬁrst San
Jose event. Come to MommyMixer on November 4th and
ﬁnd your perfect babysitting
job! See mommymixer.com to
sign up and get more information. (512)329-2715

SERVICES
SMILE CHOICE DENTAL
PLAN (includes cosmetic)
$71.75 per year. Save 30%60%. For info call
1-800-655-3225 or
www.studentdental.com
FIXLAPTOP.COM BUY SELL
REPAIR Laptop & Parts,
Repair PC, Data Recovery,
Remove Virus Pop Up $49
(408)469-5999
FREE ENGLISH HELP Experienced teacher offers free
English lessons in exchange
for some foreign language
practice. email:
owner@tonechoice.com
(408)891-2370

OPPORTUNITIES
MOVIE EXTRAS New opportunities for upcoming productions. All looks needed, no
experience required for cast
calls. Call 877-218-6224
DISCLAIMER
The Spartan Daily makes no claim for productsor
services advertised below nor is there any guarantee
implied. The classified columns of the Spartan Daily
consist of paid advertising and offers are not approved
or verified by the newspaper. Certain advertisements
in these columns may refer the reader to specific
telephone numbers or addresses for additional
information. Classified readers should be reminded
that, when making these further contacts, they should
require complete information before sending money for
goods or services. In addition, readers should carefully
investigate all firms offering employment listings or
coupons for discount vacations or merchandise.

CLASSIFIED AD RATE INFORMATION

Each line averages 25 spaces. Each letter, number, punctuation mark, and space is formatted into
an ad line. The first line will be set in bold type and upper case for no extra charge up to 20 spaces.
A minimum of three lines is required. Deadline is 10:00 am , 2-weekdays prior to publication.
MINIMUM THREE LINE CLASSIFIED AD:
DAYS: 1
2
3
4
RATE: $10.00 $15.00 $20.00 $25.00
$2.50 EACH ADDITIONAL LINE AFTER THE THIRD LINE.
$3.00 EACH ADDITIONAL DAY.
• RATES ARE CONSECUTIVE DAYS ONLY. •ALL ADS ARE PREPAID.
• NO REFUNDS ON CANCELLED ADS.
FREQUENCY DISCOUNT: 40+ consecutive issues: 10% discount
SJSU STUDENT RATE: 10% discount. Ads must be placed in person in DBH 209 from 10
AM or 3PM. STUDENT ID REQUIRED. Rate applies to student’s individual ads only. Not
intended for businesses and/or other persons. Frequency discount does not apply.
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Fifteen minutes never meant so little
LINDSAY BRYANT
Agree to Disagree
They are not famous.
They are not usually commended for
their brilliance or leadership or creativity.
For some, they are not hated nor
feared nor considered the enemy.
They don’t get followed by paparazzi.
And they will never sit and chat with
Oprah.
They don’t get the headlines or the bylines or reference in the photo caption.
Google images doesn’t even care who
they are.
They are the “Fred Claus’” of the
world.
But they matter.
OK, so everyone matters — to someone or something, somehow.

But this is their 500 words of fame.
Soak it up Paul Warhol; your brother
Andy would be proud.
Paul ran a salvage yard outside of Pittsburgh, Pa., and, along with Paul’s father,
he auctioned off the famous “Campbell’s
Soup Can: Pepper Pot” painting for
$1,219,500 to an art museum.
While Andy Warhol painted, Paul
hid the “Pepper Pot” in a junkyard for
decades until it became “too valuable”
as the New York Times said in 2002.
If we could all just live off the fruit of
our famous sibling’s labor — life might
be that much sweeter.
Just think about if your brother
wasn’t unemployed, didn’t have a pitiful half-stache, didn’t drink out of the
milk cartoon and didn’t invest his money in a special chair to use while playing “Halo.”
You could be reaping the benefits
of his success, and who really wants to
work all of their lives?
After working relentlessly and scouring through the basement floor of the

King Library and every MySpace page
limited to “white females,” I finally discovered that Bill Gates has two sisters.
But I still don’t know their names.
All I do know is when they borrow
five bucks Bill probably doesn’t put them
in a headlock and tease them as they
squeal, “mercy!” That may be because
they are adults, or because their brother
isn’t Mohammad Ali.
If that’s the case, then my friend,
you are like Hitler’s sister, Paula — out
of luck.
In an interview in 1945, Paula Hitler said “I must honestly confess that
I would have preferred it if he had followed his original ambition and become
an architect.”
With that sensibility Paula, are you
sure you aren’t related to Tila Tequila?
The Witness Protection Program is
looking pretty nice right about now for
some of these siblings.
I don’t believe the famous-sibling-inferiority complex could come in a more
simple form than Ghandi’s brother. En-

ter that phrase into Google and make
sure Bob Marley is playing. Or at least
put on his brother Ziggy.
Of course, I remember now — Bob
and Ziggy are father and son. I blame
Ghandi’s brother for that moment of
intelligibility.

So the less-famous
brother is smartest.
It’s nice to see reverse
discrimination works
on famous people too.
George W. Bush’s baby brother has
made a name for himself in politics as
Florida’s current governor. But Jeb is
guilty by association. George once said,
“Jeb’s my little brother, he’s done what
I’ve told him to all his life.”
So the less-famous brother is smartest. It’s nice to see reverse discrimination
works on famous people too.

My most favorite sibling-rivalry story,
though, comes from the legend, Michael
Jordan.
His brother James R. Jordan, also
known as Army Command Sgt. Major,
was deployed to Iraq in 2004. He was
set to retire that year, but asked to stay in
the force to fight serve in the war.
Like his brother, James is a leader and
a team player. He sacrifices his body, and
perhaps his sanity for the height of competition. The battlefield is where James,
50, bravely served his country with the
35th Signal Brigade.
Described by his colonel as “completely selfless,” James Jordan makes
un-famous siblings shy away from the
headlines, and focus on what they do
best — mattering to someone or something, somehow.

Lindsay Bryant is the Spartan
Daily opinion editor. “Agree to Disagree” appears every Thursday.

ELECTION 2008

Laying down the Gravel Mrs. President? Maybe
By MICHAEL RIZZO
Staff Writer

If Mike Gravel were elected president, life
would be sweet.
I could sit in my living room at home and smoke
a bowl while surfing a neutral Internet — Googling
which nation of the world has most recently joined
the U.S. in combating global warming.
I could get married to the perfect guy. And if
he ever got called to duty, he could tell his Army
buddies all about me and not even get kicked out.
Of course, he probably wouldn’t even get the
call — Gravel would have already pulled all the
troops out of Iraq within 120 days of taking
office.

“It’s an art. You stay
within the conventions
of the system, but you
push the system in the
direction it should be
going.”
But it’s time to stop dreaming: Gravel, unfortunately, will never be president.
People get turned off by his firecracker personality and the axe he’s constantly grinding on
anyone who’s too scared to help initiate the next
American revolution.
His frequent outbursts at other candidates during debates end up being treated more as comic
relief than cutting arguments.
And let’s face it: you probably haven’t even
heard of the guy.
The former Alaskan senator achieved notoriety
in the early ’70s for his advocacy against the Vietnam War and the draft policy. He also ruffled the
Nixon administration’s feathers when he tried to
publicly release the Pentagon Papers in book format,
the “Senator Gravel Edition” — a legal battle that
went all the way to the Supreme Court in 1972.
A year earlier, he appeared on “Tempo,” a
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daytime talk show hosted by Stan Bohrman and
broadcast on the now defunct KHJ-TV Los Angeles, to discuss his “maverick” political style.
“It’s an art,” he said. “You get to the edge, but
you don’t fall off the precipice. You stay within the
conventions of the system, but you push the system in the direction it should be going.”
Forty years later, Gravel is still using the same
tactics. Check out the highlights of his platform.
He’s pushing the National Initiative for Democracy, a legislation packet that amends the Constitution to allow everyday citizens to put forth legislation on national ballots — empowering the people,
in addition to elected officials, to be writers of federal and state laws.
As far as Gravel is concerned, the war on drugs
has taken its last hit and the issue is cashed.
He wants to decriminalize minor drug offenses
and start treating addiction as a public health concern and not a criminal charge. It’s the government’s
job to regulate harder drugs and ensure treatment
clinics are readily available and highly visible.
Gravel proposes to start from the ground up on
issues in serious need of revisitation.
Health care: provide it universally.
Global warming: promote a joint, global
response.
Taxation: eliminate the Internal Revenue Service
and completely revamp federal taxation systems.
It’s like he wants to hand out liberties like candy.
Same-sex marriage: check.
Abortion: check.
Ask-and-tell: check.
Net neutrality: check.
Veterans as a primary interest: check.
I mean, yeah, the guy’s crazy, but I’m thinking he’s on to something. Instead of patching the
holes, sewing the ripped seams, and bleaching the
stains, why don’t we just get a new shirt?
What worked for the colonists at the turn of the
18th century isn’t working anymore.
We’re 200 years older and wiser now, and dealing with a bigger mess than the Founding Fathers
could have ever anticipated. It is time for a revolution.
Appearing on an amateur college news show
uploaded to YouTube, Gravel gave an answer to
anyone who disagrees with him that it’s time to
change the way this country does its laundry.
“Fine,” he said. “Live with what you got — rule
by an elite minority that is feeding their face and
feeding their greed.”

By LEAH BIGELOW
Staff Writer

I cannot say that I know much about politics or
that I have the experience to run this country, but
there is someone who can.
Hillary Clinton, New York senator and former
first lady, is no stranger to a life of politics and a
presence in the public eye.
She currently leads the Democratic nominees
with a majority of at least 48 percent, according
to polls taken by FOX News and CNN, as well as
the LA Times/Bloomberg and the USA Today/
Gallup polls. The results were printed during the
middle of this month.
I was impressed to find that Clinton was so wellreceived as a possible candidate for president, but
I also wondered what had drawn so many Americans to her.
Could it be that she had done so much during
her time as first lady, a time that I was too young
to really remember, that my fellow voters hoped to
see similar activism in the White House again?
Or maybe she has successfully garnered support due to her stance on certain issues she has
discussed during her campaign?
Perhaps it is simply because she is a woman and
Americans are ready to accept the possibility of a
female president.
In January 1993, Bill announced that he was
appointing his wife as chair of the President’s Task
Force on National Health Care Reform. This involved creating a plan to make health care more
affordable for everyone.
Some praised Clinton for her work with the task
force, but the first lady also met with criticism from
those who felt that her plan was unrealistic.
On the contrary, I think that Clinton is an ambitious woman. She took on a issue that was important to her and worked hard to make things
happen.
Unfortunately, the plan had failed by the end
of 1994, but that has not stopped Clinton from
tackling the health care issue as a part of her presidential campaign.
This is especially important since her main
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competitors, John Edwards and Barack Obama,
have introduced health care plans that were generally well-received by the public.
As a part of her platform, Clinton has created
the American Health Choices Plan, which aspires
to make health care coverage affordable, available
and reliable to Americans.
At this point in time, I can only dream of my
future in the business world, but I do understand
the importance of having health care benefits that
I can trust and afford. Thus, Clinton’s current
plan appeals to me, and, I admit, I am interested
in how successful it might be.
Another unavoidable issue Clinton has tackled
during her campaign is how she proposes to handle our country’s presence in Iraq.
Clinton was initially in favor of the war, but
I think as time stretched on she has realized how
much it has cost us, both in dollars and in lives.
She now states that she would like to end the
war and bring our troops home, as well as work
to strengthen Iraq and bring countries around the
world together to help the nation create a better
future.
Clinton also plans on devoting resources to the
fight against terrorism, something she has been involved in since the Sept. 11 terrorist attacks when
she helped New York City on its path to recovery.
My only question is where Clinton intends to get
the funding to bring peace to Iraq and our troops
home safely, since the leaders of our country have
already spent billions of dollars on this war.
Clinton is also concerned with the reputation
our country has among the other nations, an issue
that worries me as well, since I would like to live
without the fear of another terrorist attack.
The senator claims she plans to reinstate our
good standing in the world by creating alliances and
building a strong foreign policy. I trust that Clinton
can negotiate reasonably and successfully with the
leaders of other nations to create not only a better
reputation for the U.S., but a better world.
In the name of women’s rights, I feel almost
obligated to vote for Hillary Clinton for president,
plus I am interested to see what our country would
be like with a female president.
I think the dynamics of how this nation is
run might change, but my hope is that it can be
changed for the better. Clinton has shown her
passion for policitcs and her skills as a leader, and
I think she has the will to do great things for this
country.

OPINION PAGE POLICY
Readers are encouraged to express themselves
on the Opinion page with a letter to the editor.
A letter to the editor is a response to an issue
or point of view that has appeared in the Spartan
Daily.
Only letters 200 words or less will be considered
for publication.
Submissions become property of the Spartan
Daily and may be edited for clarity, grammar,
libel and length. Submissions must contain the
author’s name, address, phone number, signature
and major.
Submissions may be placed in the Letters to the
Editor box at the Spartan Daily office in Dwight
Bentel Hall, Room 209, sent by fax to (408) 9243282, e-mailed to spartandaily@casa.sjsu.edu or
mailed to the Spartan Daily Opinion Editor, School
of Journalism and Mass Communications, San
José State University, One Washington Square,
San José, CA 95112-0149.
Editorials are written by and are the consensus
of the Spartan Daily editors, not the staff.
Published opinions and advertisements do
not necessarily reflect the views of the Spartan
Daily, the School of Journalism and Mass
Communications or SJSU.
THE SPARTAN DAILY IS A
PUBLIC FORUM.

Quote of
the day
“How could I
sleep? The cops
said I was too
drunk to remember
anything. That’s
not true. I was just
too drunk at the
moment to talk to
them.”
ANTHONY MENCIA
The 23-year-old was the passenger in
the car of the man killed in a road-rage
shooting by a police officer. The shooting was in Upper Manhattan Sunday.
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